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'To LIVE rather than merely EXIST: ' the Industrial  Work-
ers of the World, Women Workers, and the 1907 Skowhegan, 

Maine Textile Strike 

By Thomas MacMillan, PhD student, 
Concordia University, Montreal January 19, 2022 

The 1912 “Bread and Roses” strike of textile 
workers in Lawrence, Massachusetts is among 
the most famous strikes in United States 
history. However, less research has been 
conducted on the strikes which led up to 
Lawrence which paved the 
way for that strike’s success. 
Formed in July 1905, the 
revolutionary Industrial 
Workers of the World 
(IWW) gained an early 
foothold in Skowhegan, 
Maine, likely due to existing 
networks of radicalized 
workers. The town, which 
was a small industrial center 
on the Kennebec River, was 
home to a growing number 
of organized workers; prior 
to the strike, organized 
labor’s largely male 
membership had been unable 
to make significant gains in 
the face of recalcitrant 
factory owners. Male 
weavers at the Marston 
Worsted Mill had 
unsuccessfully worked with 
the male-dominated United 
Textile Workers’ (UTW) 
which had little interest in 
organizing sewers and other 
women-dominated 
occupations. 

Faced with terrible working conditions, 
punitive fines, and a culture of sexual 
harassment, about 225 workers of all genders, 
skills, and ethnicities at the Marston Worsted 
Mill took matters into their own hands and 

walked off the job in mid-
January 1907. For 82 days in 
the winter and early spring of 
1907, strikers refused to 
work for the town’s largest 
employer. The UTW sought 
to undermine the rival IWW 
by denouncing the strike, 
urging workers to return 
immediately, and even 
publishing an open letter 
calling for strikebreakers. 

Motivated not only by 
“bread-and-butter” issues 
like wages, the strikers also 
demanded the reinstatement 
of 17 year old sewer 
Bilodeau  and 41 other IWW 
members who had been fired 
both before and during the 
strike. Bilodeau and other 
women workers had been 
subject to “the vilest, most 
obscene and insulting 
epithets” from factory 
manager Charles North. It 
was the firing of IWW 
stalwart Bilodeau which, in 
fact, 

(Continued on pg. 3) 

(Artist Gordon Carlisle’s Skowhegan mural, 
located at SPACE on the River, was com-
missioned by the WesArts Council) 
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Our plant materials seem to be about two weeks ahead of schedule and doing well despite the springtime periods of 
extreme temperature swings, windy conditions, and too little rain. Not enough rain has followed us into summer.  

History House Garden volunteers have worked on , invasive, noxious weeds 
from our gardens and landscape. One noxious weed was the perennial Japanese Knot Weed (Bamboo, Fallopia japonica). 
This plant arrived as a landscaping ornamental from Japan to the U.K. and then to North America in the late 1800s. It soon 
spread like wildfire in part because its rhizome root system creeps underground to give rise to new shoots and roots – making 
it hard to eliminate.  During the summer of 2016 we choose to dig up its rhizome roots from the front hillside at History 
House. Over the years we have remained vigilant about cutting back its new growth. Our persistence paid off!  Six years later 
we seem to have eliminated this unwelcome invasive.  We will stay vigilant. Two other invasive plants located in or near the 
History House Heirloom gardens are: 

Bracken Fern (Pteridium aquilinum), located behind the Granite Transom exhibit on the northern edge 
of the border garden, is still with us. We manage it by routinely ripping it out. Fortunately, it has not 
invaded other areas of the gardens. The late naturalist, Warren Balgooyen reported that Bracken Fern 
smoke contains a fatal neurotoxin which is essentially untreatable. This fern should be considered a 
potential human health hazard. 

Bishop's Gout Weed (Aegopodium podagraria) is another difficult perennial noxious weed.  It will 
happily invade the poorest of soils and compete with any garden plant including mature lawns if allowed 
to spread. Its fast growing underground rhizome root burrows under other plant materials easily 
overwhelming garden beds. We continually dig out the root system as best as we can. It is managed but 
unfortunately not eliminated from our gardens and landscape. 

Persistence in the Gardens! 
By Patricia Horine 

The History House is fortunate to have a core group of loyal volunteer gardeners. We thank Bill & Chris Plant, Marty Kitch-
en, Marilyn Renfrew, Patty Van Horne, Joann Moody, Judiann King, and Patty Baldwin for their steadfast support of our gar-
dens.  

We hope your summer plans will include a visit to the Skowhegan History House Museum & Research Center and while 
here, you’ll enjoy our lovely Heirloom gardens, refurbished lawns, outdoor exhibits, and the wonderful Kennebec river view.   
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Volunteer Opportunities 
 
History House has benefited over the years by volunteers who have given their time and talent 
to our Museum and its collections.  Their assistance is valuable to us.  They have welcomed 
visitors, assisted with new displays, catalogued artifacts, written articles, helped patrons with 
research, prepared materials for distribution and mailings, and worked in the Heirloom gar-
dens.   
 
 In return volunteers learn new skills and become partners on a team committed to preserving 
an increasingly valuable historic collection that represents Skowhegan’s legacy and promotes 
its cultural heritage. 
 
If you would like to volunteer please contact Kay Marsh, our Volunteer Coordinator by calling 
History House at 474-6632. 

 Textile Strike of 1907  (continued from pg.  1) 

led to the calling of the strike in the first place. In a remarkable display of solidarity, the IWW-led workers were 
successful where craft union organizers had previously failed and the strike was eventually settled largely in favor of the 
strikers. In April, all of the fired Wobblies were rehired, wages increased, and a degree of collective bargaining was 
granted to a workers’ council. However, the dismissal of factory manager Charles North, which had been one of the 
union’s key demands, was unsuccessful and North maintained his position.  

This lesser-known strike in a small central Maine town was the first successful strike in the history of the IWW. At its 
core, the story highlights the popularity of industrial unionism and the IWW’s ability to unite a diverse array of workers 
during its formative years. A relatively small battle in a much larger war, the efforts of Skowhegan’s textile workers, as 
embodied by the IWW, reflected the concerns of its members, particularly regarding the experiences of women. However, 
the company’s refusal to dismiss Charles North, while agreeing to relent on virtually every other issue, as well as the 
IWW’s willingness to settle the strike without North’s firing, speaks to the long-term issues facing women workers in the 
textile industry and well beyond. 

 
This is a four poster rope bed that is 17 inches long and wide and 14 inches 
tall. Dated circa 1880, it is made out of wood and twine for Gertrude S. Wes-
ton to match her four poster adult bed. Bedding materials for the mattress in-
clude a feather mattress, a corn husk mattress, pillows, pillowcases, sheets, a 
bedspread, and a quilt. Reverend Allison Palmer donated the bed and other 
family heirlooms to the History House in 2018.  

While Allison is not from Skowhegan, her family tree consists of well-known 
Skowhegan residents, including the Weston family. The Weston family were 
early settlers of Skowhegan. Gertrude Weston, Allison’s great-grandmother, 
lived on Skowhegan Island with her parents, Levi and Clementine Weston. 
This doll bed was passed from mother to daughter for four generations, starting 
with Gertrude and ending with Allison. 

Another well-known ancestor of Allison was her grandfather, Roland T. Pat-
ten. Patten was a writer, editor, and owner of the Independent-Reporter, a 
Skowhegan-based newspaper. He later joined Clyde and Margaret Chase 
Smith as part of their Washington D.C. staff. 

A New Exhibit: A Doll Bed with History 

(Volunteer Patti Baldwin re-
pairs an antique rug) 
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Anidrosis Steam Bath Cabinet 
By Patricia Horine 

Samuel F. Conant, a talented local photogra-
pher, developed one of the first franchise busi-
nesses in America during the late nineteenth 
century. His Anidrosis Steam Bath Cabinet sold 
throughout the U.S. and abroad. Although not a 
medical man, Conant developed the Anidrosis 
Vapor Box, complete with its “secret formula”, 
as a treatment that “expelled poisons and ban-
ished diseases”. His imaginative treatment in-
volved sealing the ‘patient’ in a closed cabinet 
so that pungent steam vapors generated by heat-
ing his “secret formula” on a small alcohol-
fueled stove, located within the cabinet, would 
envelop the body. Dr.” Conant’s Anidrosis 
Steam bath Cabinet is on display at the 
Skowhegan History House. You might be sur-
prised to hear what the “secret formula” con-
tained! 

Testimonials  

April 8, 1893 

Dr. Conant, Dear Sir – I have been sick with 
rheumatism for a long time. When Mrs. 
Mathews began to treat me by your method, I 
was under the best medical skill here and in 
Boston, with no improvement , but the third bath 
brought me from the bed without being lifted, 
and dressed myself alone. After eleven baths I 
find myself about my house again, and now feel 
a strong desire to engage in this wonderful 
work. 

Mrs. H.M. Glidden, Wadley’s Falls, New Hamp-
shire 

 

January 18, 1898 

Dear Sir – I will no longer doubt the testimonials in your papers for I have proved the efficacy of your method. 
I was a perfect wreck when I got my outfit, with rheumatism for five years, and fearful stomach derangement, 
with other complications of misery and prostration. By your Anidrosis I have found restoration. My husband 
has been relieved from kidney troubles by this marvelous treatment. 

Mrs. C. C. Ewens, Springfield, Maine 

 

April 17, 1893 

My Dear Benefactor—The scales are fast falling from the eyes of those witnessing this wonderful work of hu-
man renovation. I rejoice to know that the people are beginning to see that the stomach was never intended to 
be used as a storehouse for drugs, and are learning this blessed road to health. Dr. Haines, formerly of 
Skowhegan, who doubtless did his best for me without results, very well knows the physical improvement  
mother and I have found in Anidrosis, but mum is the word. 

Wm. H Brown, Jr., Brighton, Mass 
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Skowhegan has numerous old homes dating well before 1900 that have 
interesting histories and are of importance and significance to our 
community’s history.  Skowhegan History House Museum & Research 
Center offers an opportunity for residents of Skowhegan with homes at least 
100 years old to participate in its Historic Home Registry Program.  
 
The program provides an opportunity for the owner to document the home’s 
age, register it in the Historic Home Registry, and to display an approved 
house marker indicating the original homesteader, the year of construction, 
and the owner’s affiliation with the Skowhegan History House Historic 
Home Registry Program. 
Further information can be found under “Programs” on our website: 

skowheganhistoryhouse.org. 

Celebrating Architectural Heritage - Historic Home Registry Program 

Kim Wilson resigned last fall in order to pursue a new career path.  She enrolled in a two year Master’s program for coun-
seling at UMF.  Kim was dedicated to the History House - enjoying all aspects of the position. She gave tours, set up exhib-
its, cataloged collections in our Past Perfect digital program, and did so much more.  She worked well with student interns 
and was available to assist researchers, patrons, volunteers, and board members. We were fortunate to have Kim as Curator 
these past four years and wish her well with her studies and new career pathway. 

Our previous Curator, Melvin Burnham, has been the History House interim Curator since early June.  His existing Histo-
ry House experience and basic knowledge about the position have been instrumental in ongoing efforts to refine the organiza-
tion of our collection and implement the summer internship program. In addition, Mel has reviewed History House policies 
and procedures and made recommendations to the Board concerning the upcoming transfer of over 150 archival boxes to a 
new repository at the Bloomfield Academy building. He will be Curator at History House until September 1st.  We are fortu-
nate to have Mel as the interim Curator and thank him for his many contributions this summer.  

The History House Executive committee has begun the search for a new Curator. If you would like more information about 
this position – or know of someone who might be interested, please contact us at: president@skowheganhistoryhouse.org  
or call the Board president, Patricia Horine 474-8215.  

 
Megan Waters, a local College of the Atlantic student, was hired 
for the Student Intern position in June. Highly recommended by her 
professors, she has crucial archival and technological skills.  She as-
sists with special projects, catalogues recent acquisitions into our Past 
Perfect program, and performs other duties related to operating a mu-
seum and research center.  
 
The History House Student Intern program offers a 10 week posi-
tion for a local high school or college student. It is an opportunity to 
gain direct work experience as well as develop communication and 
team skills in a professional setting.  Previous interns have gone on to 
have successful college and professional careers. 

 

History House Staffing Changes 

mailto:president@skowheganhistoryhouse.org
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Skowhegan History House 2022 Program Schedule 
 
Sharing stories and information from a native point of view offers our community members a deeper awareness of how 
Maine’s original people understood life, interacted with the environment, maintained community values and relation-
ships, and kept oral histories that preserve and interpret the voices and memories of their people, communities, and par-
ticipants in past events.    

The Lecture series programs and stories are meant to offer an opportunity for our extended community to gain under-
standing and appreciation for Maine’s first people who lived here for at least 13,000 years and who are still here.  

Wabanaki Lecture Series continues on August 25th with local speaker Ashley Smith who will present: Stories of Nan-
rantsouak/Norridgewock Village: Understanding the legacies of our shared histories of violence.  

These free lectures will continue through the end of September.  Presentations are in person at 7pm at Tewksbury Hall 
and available on zoom.    We ask that you wear a mask. 

Register for zoom in advance of the meeting:  
www.msad54.maineadulted.org 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting.  

 
Other Programs 

Unearthed discovery of late 1700’s Philbrick pottery shards found at the Shawmut dig. Presented by Geoarchaeologist 
Nathan Scholl, a Principal Investigator for a Rhode Island based consulting firm for cultural resource management. 

Thomas Macmillan presentation: to LIVE rather than merely EXIST:  the Industrial Workers of the World, Women 
Workers, and the 1907 Skowhegan, Maine Textile Strike. Date to be announced.  

The History House received a 20” X 15.5” document with a gold state emblem housed in a gold & black frame. It rec-
ords the nomination and Council consent for Governor, Joshua Chamberlain to appoint William Philbrick of Skowhegan 
to a three year term as the Examiner of Banks on April 8, 1868. The document is signed by Governor Joshua Chamber-
lain and Secretary of State, Franklin M. Drew.  

Document donated (2022) by ancestor, Susan Philbrick, Bellevue, WA  

                  

 

Who Was Joshua Chamberlain? 

Born in 1828 in Brewer, Joshua Chamberlain was an eminent mid-1800’s 
Maine citizen best known for his courage as colonel of the 20th Maine regi-
men that fought in the 1863 Gettysburg Battle. Throughout the war he was 
wounded six times. In recognition of his on-going bravery,   Congress ele-
vated his rank to that of Brigadier General. On April 12, 1865 he played a 
pivotal role during the Confederate’s surrender of arms at Appomattox.   

Following the war Chamberlain went on to serve four terms as Maine’s gov-
ernor.  He taught at Bowdoin College, eventually becoming its President.  
Chamberlain died in 1914 at the age of 85.  His grave maker in Pine Grove 
Cemetery is located near his home which is located across Maine Street 
from the Bowdoin College campus. 

A New Acquisition 



7 

 

 

Membership Benefits… 
 

✓ Recognition as an interested supporter of the 

preservation and promotion of our heritage 

✓ Summer & Winter Newsletters 

 

The River’s Edge, Skowhegan History House Newsletter, published biannually 
Contributors: Patricia Horine, Thomas MacMillan PhD Student, 

Editor: Patricia Horine, Graphic Designer: Megan Waters 
 

All images are from the SHHMRC permanent collection unless otherwise noted. 

Board of Trustees 
Patricia Horine, President   
Bonnie Chamberlain, Co-Secretary 
Patti Baldwin, Co-Secretary 
Bill Laney, Treasurer 
Kay Marsh, Volunteer Coordinator 
Ron Butler,  Tech Consultant 
Jeff Hewett 
Lynn Perry 
Margaret Reid 
 
 

Giving Opportunities… 
 
 

History House is a 501(c) (3) non-profit charitable 
organization and donations are tax deductible within the 
limits of the IRS Code. 
 

Society Membership Members of the Skowhegan History 
House Society represent patrons, families, and friends of the History 
House who wish to financially support the mission of preserving 
Skowhegan’s legacy and promoting its heritage. 

In Memoriam Families, family members, or friends may make 
memorial donations in honor of their loved one.   

 

Annual Appeal Contributions to the Annual Appeal advance 
the goals and mission, programming, and general operations.    

 

Student Intern Supporter Contributions go towards 

supporting a ten week internship for a local high school or college 
student. The Student Intern assists with special projects, conducts 
tours, and performs other duties related to operating a museum and 
research center. This program offers students an opportunity to gain 
direct work experience, as well as develop communication, and team 
skills in a professional setting. 

 

For more information on any of our giving opportunities, 
please write to us at PO Box 832 Skowhegan, ME 04976,  

call History House at 207-474-6632,  
or email president@skowheganhistoryhouse.org 

 
                                          Thank you. 

Skowhegan History House 
Museum and Research Center 

2022 Society Membership Form 
 

Please join our  History House Society 
Membership today! 

 
Membership dues are the History House’s major source of 
operating support.  Consider what a strong History House 
means for our community and choose the level of support 

that’s right for you. 
 

[ ]  $24     [ ] $36       [ ] $60       [ ] $120      
[ ] $180    [ ]  Other Amount $_______ 
 
 
Name   __________________________________________ 
  
Mailing Address  
________________________________________________ 
 
City/ Town   _____________________________________ 
 
State   _______________________  Zip  ______________ 
 
Email  __________________________________________ 
  
Method of payment:  
 
    [  ]  Check, payable to Skowhegan History House 
   [  ]  VISA     [   ] MasterCard   [   ] American Express  
   [  ]  Other 
 
Card #   
_____________________________CVV#___________ 
 
Exp. Date —————————————————— 
            
Signature   
_______________________________________ 

 
 

Complete and Return to:  
History House Association, Inc.,  

PO Box 832, Skowhegan ME 04976 
 

Your membership is tax-deductible to the extent   
allowed by law. 

Our Mission 
Preserving an increasingly valuable historic collection representing 
Skowhegan’s legacy and promoting Skowhegan’s cultural heritage 

Skowhegan History House Museum & Research Center 
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Skowhegan History House Museum & Research Center 
P. O. Box 832 
Skowhegan, Maine  04976 

(207) 474-6632 

 

From the Archives: Photo of Samuel F. Conant’s Somerset Hospital (ca. 1895), located across 
the road from the current day Skowhegan Savings Bank. 


